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Philadelphia they numbered perhaps two fifths of
the total population, and, as they were usually the
rich and influential people, they counted for more
than their showing in the census. How could they
ever be unified in the American Republic? How
many of them, like the traitorous General Charles
Lee, would confess that, although they were willing
to pass by George III as King, they still felt devotion
and loyalty to the Prince of Wales?

Some of those who had leaned toward Loyalisrii,
to be on what they supposed would prove the win-
ning side, quickly forgot their lapse and were very
enthusiastic in acclaiming the Patriotic victory.
Those Irreconcilables who had not already fled did
so at once, leaving their property behind them to be
confiscated by the Government. On only one point
did there seem to be unanimity and accord. That
was that the dogged prosecution of the war and the
ultimate victory must be credited to George Wash-
ington. Others had fought valiantly and endured
hardships and fatigues and gnawing suspense, but
without him, who never wavered, they could not
have gone on. He had among them some able lieu-
tenants, but not one who, had he himself fallen out
of the command by wound or sickness for a month,
could have taken his place. The people knew this
and they ,now paid him in honor and gratitude forgreat cities like New York andwas a sudden stop in his
